
Being a Good Citizen



What is Citizenship?

Citizenship is being a member of country, a state, or a 
local community.  But just living somewhere, does not 
make you a citizen. You must agree to obey the laws.

You are an American citizen if: 

1. you were born in America or 

2. your mother or father is an American citizen.  

If you were born in another country, you can become an 
American citizen.



How Democracy Works

Citizens need to know how our government works.

We have a representative Democracy. 

The government is by the people and for the 
people. But we can’t all go to Washington D.C. to 
make the laws, so we elect people to act for us, 
represent us.

Government Executive



Our Constitution

Our Founding Fathers, men like George 
Washington and Ben Franklin, made a plan for 
America’s government.  The plan guides how our 
country works.  The plan is called the Constitution.

They planned for 3 parts to the government so no 
one part would have too much power.

Jonathan Turley



Executive Branch

The Executive Branch is responsible for running 
the government.  The President of the United 
States and the Governor of each state are in 
charge.  This is like the head of a business.

Business Insider



Legislative Branch

The Legislative Branch makes the laws.  In the 
United States, we have two branches of the 
Legislative Branch.  

• The Senate has two representatives for each 
state.  

• The House of Representatives has the 
number of representatives according to the 
number of people who live in the state.



Judicial Branch

The Judicial Branch makes sure the laws are 
within the limits of the Constitution.  This 
branch includes courts at several levels –
District Courts, Court of Appeals, and the 
Supreme Court.

abcnews



Bill of Rights

There are 23 additions to the Constitution. The 
first 10 are called the Bill of Rights.

1. We have the right to worship as we please, 
speak our ideas, and news media can print 
what they need to print.

2. We have the right to own a gun.

3. We do not have to allow soldiers to live in 
our home.

4. Protection from Searches of your Home or 
Property, or goods being taken.



Benefits of Citizenship

You can vote for the people who will 
represent you in your state’s 
government or country’s government.

The Hill



Voting is a privilege. 

Not all countries allow their citizens to vote. 
In America, people can say what they think 

is best for out country by voting.

www.libertarianism.org

Voting is a Privilege



Things you hear on TV or read on the 
Internet may not be true.  Ask people you 

trust to help you find out about the people 
who are running for office.

www.cnn.com

Choose Carefully

Mediapost.com



Benefits of Citizenship

You can serve on a jury. You will listen 
and then decide if others have broken a 
law.

Buffalo Chronicle



Benefits of Citizenship

You can get a passport to travel to other 
countries.

RoamRight



Benefits of Citizenship

You can bring family members to the 
United States from other countries to 
live with you.

Children, Youth, and family Funder Roundtable



Benefits of Citizenship

You can apply for a federal job.

ABC7 New York



Benefits of Citizenship

You may become an elected official.

WTXL.com



Benefits of Citizenship

You may be able to receive federal 
financial aid or some government 
benefits.



Responsibilities

• You must pay taxes on 
your income.

• You must report when 
called to serve on a 
jury.

• Defend the country if 
the need should arise.

Wikapedia



Pay Your Taxes



Jury Duty

Citizens take turns being on juries to 
decide if a person is guilty of a crime.

Buffalo Chronicle



He 
Serve in the 

Armed Forces

Navy.com

Washington Post

GoArmy.com

A Modest Gent

Gocoastguard.com



Register to Vote

Register to vote!

In Georgia, there are 3 ways to register:
• In Person: Visit one of the places where you can 

register like a school, public library, or the 
registrar’s office for your county at least 30 days 
before the election.  

• By Mail: Print the online form and mail it at least 
30 days before Election Day.

• Online: Fill out the form online before the fifth 
Monday before Election Day.



Register to Vote

To register to vote, you:

• Must be a citizen of the United States

• Must live Georgia and the county in which you 
want to vote

• Must be 18 years old 

• Must not have committed a serious crime

• Must understand what you are doing when 
you vote



Georgia citizens have access to 
several convenient methods of 
registering to vote:

1. Download, complete, and 
mail a voter registration 
application. You will need a 
driver’s license or ID card 
issued by the Department of 

Driver Services.

www.docstoc.com
https://registertovote.sos.ga.gov/GAOLVR/welcome.d
o#no-back-button

Register to Vote

https://registertovote.sos.ga.gov/GAOLVR/welcome.do#no-back-button


Are you registered to vote?

2.  You can go to your local county board of 
registrars' office or election office, public 
library, public assistance office, recruitment 
office, schools, and other government offices 
for a mail-in registration form. 

3. Registration is offered when you renew or 
apply for your driver's license at Department 
of Driver Services.

Register to Vote



Your Voter Card

You will get a card in the mail, showing that 
you are registered to vote.  It shows where 

you are to go to vote.  Take it when you go to 
vote.

www.walkercountyelections.comgranitegrok.com

Your Voter Card



.

Try to understand the 
problems facing our 

country.  

Voting without 
knowing what we are 

voting about is not
helpful!         

www.votehillsborough.org

Voting is a 
Responsibility

http://www.votehillsborough.org/


Responsibilities

Find out the facts. Pay attention to what is going 
on in your community.  Ask questions.



Respect Authority

Respect and obey federal, state, and local laws. 

Respect police and judges. 

Salinas Police Dept



Obey Traffic Laws 

NY Traffic Firm



Treat other people with respect and 
dignity.

Respect 

pinterest



Respect

Respect the rights, beliefs, and opinions of others. 

sites@GeorgiaTech



Ways to Serve Others

Participate in your local community.  Serve others.

Food for Families Habitat for Humanity

Senior Care



Participate in community service.Ways to Serve Others

http://www.mowstl.org/



Be a good neighbor.Be a Good Neighbor

Memrise

Tulsa World

Tama Toledo News



Help to make your neighborhood, your 
community, and the world a better place.  

Do Your Share

The Conversation



Take responsibility for what goes on 
around you.

Neighborhood Watch

Watch Out for Others



Help take care of the environment.

Ways to Serve Others



Other Ideas?

http://www.bigmouthbagger.net/



Other Ideas?

Johnson Memorial Health

WWLP


